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"This is a solemn time for the country.              

"The Republicans' determination to impeach the President -- against                the will of most Americans -- will cause long-lasting divisions                within the country.              

"The President is certainly guilty of extremely poor judgment regarding                his personal behavior and initial public denials of&nbsp; his behavior.                But the American people have clearly indicated that they support                this President's performance of his official duties, and they do                not want him removed from office.              

"Americans, in their collective judgment, have elected this President                twice. Impeachment must be reserved for Štreason, bribery, or other                high crimes and misdemeanors' committed against the country, as                explicitly stated in the Constitution -- not for a president's answers                to questions about his sex life.              

"I find this moment terribly sad for the country and for future                presidents. We are about to lower the standard of impeachment to                a level that could destabilize any future president's office.              

"Three months ago when I first reviewed the Starr report, I did                not find grounds for impeachment namely Štreason, bribery, or other                high crimes and misdemeanors' within it. Instead I found a consensual                sexual relationship that the participants tried to hide. Weeks of                Judiciary Committee hearings have uncovered nothing more.              

"The President's actions do warrant rebuke; but the punishment                should fit the crime.&nbsp; The Republican leadership should allow                a censure motion to be voted on in the full House of Representatives.              

"The Republicans know that they cannot get the 67 votes necessary                in an impeachment trial in the Senate to remove the President from                office. Therefore, this purely partisan exercise in the House of                Representatives is designed only to humiliate and weaken this twice-elected                President of the United States.             
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